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So How is This Grow—Love—Serve Thing Going? 
 
The short answer is that itôs going really well.   
 
As far as growth is concerned, our numbers (finances and attendance) are holding 
steady.  Church leaders always feel encouraged when thatôs the case.   However, 
in the church when we think of growth we not only think in terms of numbers.  
We also think in terms of spiritual growth.  I have often referenced a quote that is 
attributed to Einstein: ñNot everything that can be counted counts and not 
everything that counts can be counted.ò  This is absolutely true in the church.  I 
realize that to a lot of people the only thing that really matters are the hard 
numbers.  But assessing hard assets without assessing spiritual growth in the 
church would be like assessing a student solely on the basis of her grade point 
average.  Itôs wonderful that she has straight Aôs, but that doesnôt necessarily say 
anything about her character.  Spiritual growth matters a great deal.  And my 
observation is that weôre making progress in this intangible, but crucial aspect of 
church life.         
 
One indicator of this growth is that we seem to be walking in the spirit of 
Christian love.  People are smiling.  People are working together.  People are 
putting their differences aside and emphasizing what they have common.  More of 
our relationships are characterized by kindness, humility, and patience.  My 
observations and my experiences tell me that our church is taking the call and the 
challenge of walking in Christian love seriously.  I have lost count of the number 
of people who in the last six months or so have told me about how encouraged 
they are, about how positive they feel about how things are going at FBC.  Of 
course, this doesnôt mean that all disagreements or challenges are over.  What it 
does mean is that we will strive to have these disagreements and endure these 
challenges in the spirit of Christian love.       
 
Another thing thatôs holding steady is FBCs commitment to Christian Service.  
One of the things that Iôve learned about our church over the years, is that when 
you call on our people, our people show up.  The 9/11 Emergency Personnel 
dinner reminded me of that.  Something that has become more and more apparent 
to me this year is that opportunities for service abound.  These opportunities are 
local, national and international.  The exciting thing is that we have people in our 
church wanting to do more than we already do!  My hope is that our church can 
find ways to assist and partner with the people in our church who have a passion 
for missions.  
 
Paulôs words to the church at Philippi really are relevant to us: We should be 
ñconfident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesusò (Philippians 1:6).  
 
Grace and Peace, Pastor Charles   
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RUMMAGE  

& BAKE SALE 

October 20 

8:00 ñ 12:30 pm 

(Bakers needed) 

 

BIRTHDAY POTLUCK 

October 14 

5:30 pm 

 

PLEDGE SUNDAY 

November 4 

 

HOLIDAY FAIR 

November 17 

8:30  -  1:00 pm 
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Music Notes 
ItŪs all about you, Jesus, 
And all this is for you, for your glory and your fame.  
ItŪs not about me, as if you should do things my way. 
You alone are God, and I surrender to your ways.  
 

Jesus, lover of my soul,  
All -consuming fire is in your gaze.  
Jesus, I want you to know,  
I will follow you all my days.  
For no one else in history is like you,  
And history itself belongs to you.  
Alpha and Omega, you have loved me,  
And I will share eternity with you.  
 

Last week, I played for the funeral service of a friend and former choir member.  She was 
a spiritual woman, always positive and selfless.  I was asked to sing the song above, 
ŬJesus, Lover of My Soul,ŭ written by Paul Oakley.  The words struck a chord with me, 
reminding me of how I want to live my life and worship my Lord.   

So often, we put our own preferences and expectations above everything else.  Some-
times, we need a reminder that we are Christians, and Christ calls us to love.  

Our Sunday morning worship service is a vital part of our church, an opportunity for us 
to commune and come closer to God, together.  However, the service is only one facet in 
the life of a church.  Just look through this newsletter to see the many missions and ac-
tivities offered by the people of First Baptist Church.   

Starting in October, we will be forming a childrenŪs choir, open to the community, under 
the direction of Suzanne Todd.  They will meet Wednesday evenings for fun and music.  

I hope you have a chance to reflect this autumn, before the craziness of the holidays 
takes over!  
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HEALTH MINISTRIES  

 
 
 

VERSE TO REMEMBER 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of GodŪs 

grace in its various forms.                                                                                        1 Peter 4:10  
 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

If you did not see the display of prayer shawls in the BWF room,  

you must take a wander upstairs and see the different styles  

and what a bunch of knitters can accomplish!! 
 

COME AND KNIT WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17
TH

 FROM 1-3 PM 

 

FLU VACCINE CLINIC (Regular or High Dose) 

Sponsored by LSRVNA 

Date:  Thursday, September 27 

Time:  2:00 -4:00 p.m. in Cleveland Hall  

Cost:   $30 if paying with cash or check; $75 for high dose 

LSRVNA will bill directly:  Medicaid, Medicare and Medicare Replacement Plans.   

Bring your ID card(s). 
 

If you miss September 27th clinic at FBC there is still time to get your vaccination.   

Contact the church office for more clinic dates. 

 

A HEALTHY LIVING TIP FOR FALL  

As the days get shorter and the temperatures drop, change is in the air.  ThatŪs what 

makes fall a great time for renewal and fresh starts. 

 

Pumpkins are good for a lot more than festive décor!  Fit them into 
your diet.  They are a superb food, fiber rich and packed with 
health-promoting nutrients like beta-carotene and potassium.  And 
donôt forget the seeds!  Just half a cup of toasted pumpkin seeds has 
92% of your daily value of magnesium, which most people have 
trouble getting enough of.  Plus they are full of protein and fiber to 
help you stay full on fewer calories! 

 

Edward Everett Hale wrote: 

I am only one, but I am one. 

I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 

And because I cannot do everything, 

I will not refuse to do the something that I can do. 
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FROM THE DEACONôS BENCH 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   Philippians 4  

7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  1Peter 5 

These are the verses that the Deaconate meditated on during the September meeting, as we lifted 
up each other and our mutual concerns in an opening time of prayer. And that is the ministry 
that we really have in relationship to each other, beyond acts of service and mutual acts of 
ministry for those in out larger community.  

The deacons will make themselves available after each morning service to pray with congregants 
who have specific requests or needs. Please take advantage of this opportunity that really does 
bless the seeker and the prayer partner. Both parties benefit when we seek Godôs guidance 
together. 

The most notable aspect of our worship service has been the move to combined services. The 
single service at 10:00 allows our whole body to meet together in one place. Charles and Cindy 
are looking at this move as an opportunity to attempt new service styles and patterns. Though 
traditions are good to keep, it is also beneficial for a body to try new approaches to the manner in 
which we worship together. Please be sure to give feedback and comments as we go through this 
time of transition. 

The CROP Walk, held on September 30, is an opportunity to help fight hunger.  Twenty-five 
percent of the proceeds supports our local KLS Community Food Pantry.  The remainder of the 
proceeds supports ending hunger around our country and the world.  Be sure to participate by 
walking if you are able, or by supporting someone who plans to walk. (See page 9 of this Bridge 
for more information or contact the church office.) 

Mark your calendars!  There will be a Birthday Potluck Dinner, held on Sunday evening, October 
14. at 5:30.  Listen for details as the date approaches. 
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Buck Denver Asks Whatõs in the Bible [Pre-school Class] 

Our preschoolers will join Michelle in the Nursery for a small lesson and activity centered 

around the Bible -based video series Buck Denver Asks òWhatõs in the Bible?ó  This series 

created from the artist and author, Phil Vischer of VeggieTales, is a fast -paced animation with 

music and an age -appropriate lesson.   
 

All -In -One Sunday School [Elementary Students]  

All elementary students are invited to participate in the 10:00 a.m. worship service and then be 

dismissed at 10:20 for a time of Interactive Bible stories, active -learning experiences, and take -

home handouts.  

ADULT CLASSES  

Surprised by the Power of the Holy Spirit  

The purpose of this class is to deepen our relationship with Jesus through the Holy Spirit and 
to promote spiritual revival at the First Baptist Church.  
Below are topics being discussed in this class led by Stuart Nutter.  
 

Gifts of   The gifts of the Spirit are for today. òTo each is given the manifestation of the    

the Spirit   Spirit for the common good.ó 1 Corinthians 12:7  
  

Faith  This gift from God is not a leap into an unknown future but the truth of Godõs 

future and the reality of what God has done in the past invading the present.  
  

Theology  Good theology begins with experience, shaped by the Word, confirmed in 

community and consummated in a deeper communion with Godõs Spirit. 
 

Revival   The pouring out of Godõs Spirit in new and exciting ways leading people to be 

saved and to be filled with the Spirit.  This fire draws others to the church who 

begin to recognize what Jesus is doing by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Join this class on Sunday mornings at 11:15 in the BWF Room.  Books are available through  

the church office.  
____________________________ 

 
How to Read the Bible and Still Be a Christian:  
      Is God Violent? An Exploration from Genesis to Revelation        by John Dominic Crossan  
Author and scholar John Dominic Crossan grapples with the seeming discrepancy of scriptureõs 
portrayal of a loving God with a vengeful God.  Through examination of the Biblical authors 
(their background, vision and purpose), Crossan reconciles these contrasting perspectives.  
Throughout the book, Crossan encourages and challenges his readers to participate in study, in 
dialogue and honest reflection in sharing their certainty and uncertainty, ultimately helping 
Christians understand scripture in a way that shapes and strengthens their faith.   Join this 

book study every other Sunday.  Classes begin on October 14.  Time:  8:30 a.m.  Books are 

available through the Church Office.  
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                   CALENDARS FOR INMATES 
It's that time of year when calendars for next year begin arriving in the mail.  
Please donôt throw them out!  Chaplain Russ Gates of the Pennsylvania 
Correctional System assures us that inmates at the new Phoenix Facility are 
extremely grateful to have a calendar of their choosing on which to mark 
the passing of their days in 2019.  Several churches around the country 

partner with Chaplain Gates to provide calendars to over 3,000 men incarcerated there.  Calendars and 
pocket calendars are permitted as long as they do not have a spiral binding.  Last year, FBC donated over 
300 calendarséthatôs about 60 pounds of calendars!  Please put any calendars you with to donate in the 
collection box outside the office, or in the entrance to the Meeting House.  Thank you!  



FALL FAITH ADVENTURES  
 

FOR  MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 
 
 

Happy Fall!  Our theme this year will be LOVE IN 
ACTION. Mark your calendars for these upcoming 
events (please tentatively reserve the 3rd Sunday of 
each month).  Please RSVP for our October event ASAP 

    to Ellen Yenawine at ellenyenawine@gmail.com.           
 
October 21, 12:30-2:30   

 ð Fall Fling Party at Bittersweet  
Goodies, games, puzzles, music, and LOTS of fun! 
 
November 18, 12:30-2:30   
Thanksgiving Jeopardy and Christmas Cookie Bake-off at St. Andrew's. 
 
December 16, 12:30-2:30  
Caroling Party and Cookie Delivery 
 
In 2019, we are hoping to include the following events and will keep you 
posted on dates and details:  
Water Aerobics at Colby-Sawyer College 
Movie night 
Sugaring at the Allenby's 
Sunshine Diner 
Spring Planting 
End-of-year Picnic 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Wendlings will begin a new (6-8 weeks) study of Philippians on October 3, 2018.    A study 

guide will be emailed to everyone so no book purchase is necessary.  Just bring a Bible.  We 

will meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 at 31 Pingree Road, New London.  Home 

phone 526-2112.  All are welcome! Please email mark@knolldessa.com to indicate your 

intention to participate.  We look forward to seeing you and studying together. There will be a 

fellowship meal together on October 3.   

mailto:ellenyenawine@gmail.com


 

  

Facilitated by Michelle Martlew 

Monday mornings 9-11 am  

Beginning Monday, October 22nd 

The season of motherhood, though a gift, is very much about serving others. 
This no prep/ no stress group is intended to provide respite for a motherôs soul. 

Let us join together for coffee, conversation, prayer, and an opportunity to regularly 
fill our spiritual cup! 

 

Monday, Oct. 22, (9-11am) ~ FILL YOUR CUP 

 

Mondays, Oct. 29 - Dec. 3, (9-11 am) 

THE BEST YES - Making Wise Decisions in the Midst of Endless Demands 

 

 Mondays, Dec. 10 & 17, (9-11 am) 
THE GREATEST GIFT - Unwrapping the Full Love Story of Christmas 

 
 

Join us as you can - for the full 2 hours each week, or just part of the time! 

* Childcare may be available; please contact the church office in advance - 526-6511 * 
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WE NEED BAKERS! 
The TLC* BAKE SALE  
UNDRAISER will be 
held the day of the 
Rummage Sale - 
Saturday, October 
20th. Please sign up in 

Cleveland Hall if you can bake for the 
sale. Thank you for your support and 
your baked goods! Items may be 
dropped off Friday, October 19th in 
the church kitchen. 

 

All bake sales benefit TLC*  
 

*TLC promotes the optimal health and development of 
children and families in the Sullivan and lower Grafton 
Counties. TLC Family Resource Center believes that 
strong families lead to strong communities. They provide 
respectful and non-judgmental services to assist families 
to meet their needs, make loving connections, and raise 
their children for success.   

9 
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I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus.  Philippians 1:4-6 

Dear Members and Friends of First Baptist Church, 

For the past several months we have emphasized what have become the 3 guiding principles for our focus in ministry 
here at FBC as we strive to ñunite and inspire people to discover and celebrate the light of Jesus Christ in everyday lifeò.  
The three principles are easy to remember: Grow, Love, Serve.  We aspire to be a community where we Grow in our 
Christian Faith; Walk in Christian Love; and Practice Christian Service. 
 

We are incredibly blessed to be a central part of this community.  Every day of the week First Baptist Church is a hub of 
activity, and the lives that are touched by our presence are too numerous to count and it is growing. 

From VNA & Hospice to Food Pantries to Ecumenical Ministries and numerous camps, councils and missions, First 
Baptist Church provides vital financial resources to ensure these organizations succeed in their mission. (Below is a 
partial list of the organizations and activities that FBC supports—itôs inspiring) 
 

Grow, Love, Serve.  These practices do not always require a checkbook.  However, what happens at FBC would not 
happen without your financial support.   

Your pledge dollars and weekly plate contributions support our day to day ministries and the staff who oversee them, 
and the wide array of non-profit organizations that are vital to those living in need, locally and globally.      
 

We hope that as you contemplate the good work that First Baptist Church does throughout the year you will also begin 
to prayerfully consider the ways you can support your church in 2019.  If you have not received a stewardship card in 
the mail, they are available in the church pew card holders or in the church office. 

 
 

Thank you.  Your First Baptist Church Stewardship Committee 
          Conrad Boulton, Peter Donovan, Steve Foy, Marion Hafner, Bob Messer and Pastor Charles, ex-officio 

 

Below is a partial list of Events, Groups & Organizations that were supported by FBC in 2018.  A $ sign indicates that 
actual financial aid was provided.  This is a partial list, and there are countless individuals who also come to FBC for 
help, which our staff and the FBC family warmly assist. 

 

  

FROM FBC STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
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I know I speak for all my brothers 
and sisters at the New London Fire 
,j¨]«¯|j}¯ ¶qj} 6 ¬]¸ Õ ¯q]}z 
you so very much!  What a 
wonderful dinner and celebration for first 
responders.  The food was delicious and abundant 
and the tables so beautifully decorated.  Please thank 
all those who helped bring it together.  
Yours sincerely,  Gary Faccone 

THANK YOU!  

The Baptist Womenôs Fellowship thanks everyone who 
shopped, chopped, cooked, prepped, served, decorated or 
bought a dinner at our Pork Roast dinner on Sept. 22.  
We cleared $1040 to be used for the various funding 
requests that come our way.  Happy Fall! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep Beth West in your prayers at 

the loss of her mother earlier this month.   

Also Terry Durkin and his family at the 

loss of  his mother this past week. 
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IN THE FAMILY 

Birthdays 
10/1 Jen Ellis, Nat Hamilton 
10/2 Louise Bailey 
10/3 Devon Pike 
10/4 Wynne DeMille, Nina Kozain 
10/7 Graham McSwiney, Bob Meck,  
                 Damian Petry 
10/8 Beryl Beltramini   
10/9 Owen Cottrill, Dottie Lull 
10/10 Kaitlin Glidewell 
10/11 Barbara Fitts 
10/18 Avis Nelson 
10/25 Bill Kozain 
10/27 Michael Gantner, Elliot Hansen  
10/28 Janet Kuhlmeyer  
   

9/24      Belated birthday wishes to Alan Gepfert 

Anniversaries (59+ years) 

10/29  Penny & Barbara Fitts (58 years) 

9/14  Belated Anniversary wishes to Allan and                 

 Joan Gould. 


